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A mosque erected in 1332 shows that Sehore was even at that time a place of some importance. In 1814 it was the scene of the famous fight between Sindhia's generals, Jaswant Rao and Jean Baptiste Filose, which practically saved the city of Bhopal from capture. The real importance, however, of Sehore dates from 1818, when, after the treaty made with the Bhopal State, it was selected as the head-quarters of the Political officer and the newly raised local contingent. Up to 1842 the Political officer ranked as an Agent to the Governor-General, but then became a Political Agent. Sehore is also the head-quarters of the Agency Surgeon.
In 1818, after the treaty concluded with the Nawab in the previous year, the contingent force which the Bhopal State had agreed to maintain was quartered at Sehore. The Bhopal Contingent, as it was designated, was supplied from the Bhopal State army, deficiencies being made good by drafting men from the State regiments. There were no British officers with the corps, which was directly under the orders of the Political officer. These State levies, however, objected to wearing uniform or undergoing proper discipline \ and in 1824 the Contingent was reorganized and a British officer attached as commandant, the force then consisting of 20 gunners, 302 cavalry, and 674 infantry, the last being rearmed with muskets in place of matchlocks. The troops were employed to police the district and furnish escorts. Several reorganizations took place at different periods, the number of British officers being raised to 3 in 1847. In 1857 the force consisted of 72 gunners, 255 cavalry, and 712 infantry. Most of the men were then recruited in Northern India, Sikhs being enlisted in both the cavalry and infantry. The regiment showed symptoms of unrest at this period, but never mutinied in force, and assisted in protecting the Agent to the Governor-General at Indore, and also escorted the Political Agent and European residents of Sehore to Hoshangabad, to which place they retired at the request of the Begam. The artillery served as a complete unit under Sir Hugh Rose throughout the campaign. In 1859 the force was reconstituted as an infantry battalion and became the Bhopal Levy. In 1865 it was again reconstituted as the Bhopal Battalion, and in 1878 was employed in the Afghan campaign on the lines of communication. In 1897 it was brought under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief, and the station was included in the Nerbudda district instead of being, as hitherto, a political corps, directly under the Governor-General. In 1903 it was reconstituted in four double companies of Sikhs, Muham-madans, Rajputs, and Brahmans, with 8 British officers and 896 rank and file, and delocalized, receiving the title of the 9th Bhopal Infantry; and in the following year, for the first time since its creation, it was moved from Sehore on relief, being replaced by a regiment of the regular army. The Bhopal State contributes towards the upkeep of